The blood retinal barrier was investigated in a group of patients with angioid streaks and pseudoxanthoma elasticum, using the technique of vitreous fluorophotometry. Angioid streaks are breaks in the elastic layer of Bruch's membrane with atrophy of the adjacent pigment epithelium. The retinal pigment epithelial cells and their intercellular junctions form part of the blood retinal barrier.
It is proposed that vitreous fluorophotometry could be used to identify those patients developing disciform degeneration at an early and therefore potentially treatable stage. To establish a normal range, twenty five age and sex matched normal individuals (30 eyes) also underwent vitreous f1uoro photometry according to the above method.
Results
The pedigree of the family examined is shown in Figure 1 . The parents, generation A, were not examined and were reported by family members not to have any known ocu lar problems. No consanguinity has been known in the family.
The Table shows the examination findings of each patient. In a total of six eyes angioid streaks were present without neovascularisa tion or disciform scar (Fig. 2) . In all these eyes the posterior vitreous penetration ratio was within normal limits. Eight eyes showed angioid streaks with sub retinal neovasculari sation or disciform scar (Fig. 3) . In all these eyes the penetration ratio was elevated above the normal range. with vitreous penetration ratio. To our knowledge this finding has not previously been reported. Bilateral angioid streaks with 
